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NOTES FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT

This play was first written for Perth friends, a trio of shape-shifting actors 
whose talents called for characters spanning age and circumstance and 
sentiment. But to commit to this disparacy I knew a point of unity was 
needed, and Time proved the answer - specifically, that moment in time 
just before a grand, expansive act, that moment when we might hold our 
breath. Whether held in a submarine on the brink of a war, or lying on the 
snow about to tell a girl you love her, or preparing to walk up to a door, or 
greet a first date, or hand dropped letters to a beautiful stranger, the play 
hangs in that small second of ‘what if’. And then allows that second to 
expand or contract or freeze or rewind, as love dictates. 

The title has no explanation, other than it came out in one unprompted 
thought and seemed worthy of committing to because of this.

The stories are all fictions, characters having appeared first and their tales 
simply unfolding as I wrote. 

And what I love about this play... is whatever the HotHouse production 
is about to do with it. This script is very much an invitation, an offering to 
strong actors to embody many characters, and to deduce their own ideas 
of overlap or opposition between them.

Thank you to the creative team for laying this script out on its workbench, 
for connecting its parts and making it run.

And thank you to the audience for bearing witness tonight - I very much 
hope you enjoy.

Finegan Kruckemeyer
Playwright



NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

“Love is the greatest manipulator of time.”

It feels a mere month since we last all gathered  
for a production here at the Butter Factory Theatre, 
when in truth nearly 18 months have passed and  
the world has changed in unimaginable ways.

As we return to sharing this beautiful space together, we do so with a 
renewed and profound appreciation for our deep connection with each 
other - nights together in the theatre, dinner with friends, stolen kisses, 
shared stories, spending cherished time in the physical presence of family 
and loved ones - this is what life is all about.

For us at HotHouse our joy is finally being able to reconnect with you, here, 
in our home. Telling the story of our love for this community, our missed 
moments, and our longing to be with you again.

Those Who Fall in Love Like Anchors Dropped Upon the Ocean Floor  
is our love letter to you.

We celebrate the reopening of our theatre and the debut of our 2021 
Season with HotHouse’s proud return to producing mainstage works with 
artists here on the border.

It has been an immense privilege to return to the rehearsal room with this 
exceptional cast and creative team of homegrown artists. We have loved, 
laughed and created together, relishing each others’ presence for the last 
five weeks - a privilege we will never again take for granted.

Thank you for sticking by us - for finding your way home to HotHouse.

Now that you’re here, we hope you can find your way home to love.

Karla Conway
Artistic Director



Rachel McNamara 
Rachel McNamara is an actor, theatre-maker and 
teaching artist who lives and works in Albury/
Wodonga. She completed her actor training at 
Theatre Nepean (University of Western Sydney), 
and upon graduating, joined the cast of Channel 
7’s medical drama All Saints performing the role of 
nurse Frances Regan.

Rachel toured schools nationally with Brainstorm Productions  (Brave 
Hearts, Misfits, Verbal Combat) before relocating to Seoul to join Latt 
Children’s Theatre, where she performed in theatres and festivals 
internationally under the direction of Roger Rynd (Five Fools, Twelve 
Animals, Shadow Thief ). With a passion for children’s theatre and how it 
can be used across modalities, Rachel took on the role of Captain Starlight 
for the Starlight Children’s Foundation on her return to Australia, before 
returning to the Albury Wodonga.

Rachel’s love of the arts was ignited by HotHouse Theatre as a young adult 
and her first performance with the company, Equation, was devised by a 
company of 21 young people. She has returned to the company time and 
time again; playing Helena in The Dream, a collaboration with the Flying 
Fruit Fly Circus, starring Nicci Wilks, Wadih Dona and Rupert Reid. She was 
most recently seen at HotHouse in 2019 playing Becca in David Lindsay-
Abaire’s Rabbit Hole as part of the Celsius Independent Theatre season.

Rachel is passionate about creating opportunities for professional 
performers to live regionally and work professionally as well as providing 
regional kids with access to a high standard of drama education and 
opportunities. She continues to work as a teaching artist for the Sydney 
Theatre Company’s School Drama program which pairs artists with 
teachers to develop drama based strategies with children’s literature to 
improve teaching and learning opportunities in the classroom. She is also 
the teaching artist for HotHouse Theatres Co:LAB program for emerging 
performers and theatre-makers aged (16-24). Rachel has also taken on 
a range of roles in local productions as well as numerous roles for local 
cultural organisations, councils and education institutions.



Grace Rouvray 
Grace is an actor, writer, producer and comedian hailing from Albury/
Wodonga. In 2016, after a particularly stupid dating experience Grace 
started a blog chronicling her thoughts and feelings on dating in your 
twenties. Following the positive response to the blog, including one being 
shared virally by Constance Hall, she turned her now popular blog into the 
script 600 Bottles Of Wine. The series premiered on BBC Three in 2018 and 
has since been acquired by Network Ten, Virgin Inflight Entertainment, TV 
NZ On Demand, YLE Finland, CBC Canada, ABC iview, iTunes, GooglePlay 
and most recently added to Netflix AU/NZ. 
 
The Guardian UK listed Grace’s writing with the likes of Hannah Gadsby, 
Felicity Ward, Claudio O’Doherty, The Letdown, calling her “A unique and 
refreshing voice.” 
 
Grace’s other screen credits include biopics Brock and House Of Hancock 
and Bruce Beresford’s Ladies In Black. Most recently she wrote and 
performed the Hour of Power stand up series with fellow writer performer 
Katie Lees. Following a sold out run at Sydney Fringe Comedy Festival the 
show had a two-week season at Flight Path Theatre in January 2020 ... 
AKA just before the world fell apart. 



Nicholas Steain  
Growing up in Wodonga Nick Steain is an actor, comedian and writer. He 
has trained at the Canberra Academy of Dramatic Art and 16th Street Actor 
Studios in Melbourne. Nick co-founded Limbo Theatre Company which had 
successful seasons in Canberra 2018 and 2019. 

His most recent credits include Inspector Bertozzo in Dario Fo’s Accidental 
Death of an Anarchist and Sergie Vonmiglaslov in Neil Simon’s The Good 
Doctor. This is Nick’s HotHouse Theatre debut. He is excited to be 
performing in front of his hometown. 



Karla Conway Director
Karla Conway is a director, dramaturg, theatre-maker and current Artistic 
Director of HotHouse Theatre. She studied Theatre at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia, USA and graduated from NIDA (Directing) in 2009. 
As a director/dramaturg, she has collaborated with artists and companies 
nationally and internationally including on works for: Sydney Opera House, 
Black Swan State Theatre Company (WA), The Street (ACT), Canberra 
Youth Theatre, Warehouse Circus, Long Cloud Youth Theatre (NZ), 
Australian Dance Party (ADP) and Action Transport Theatre (UK). Karla 
is also a passionate advocate for the development of artists and new 
Australian work and is thrilled to be developing an exciting slate of new 
theatre works with our artists, here on the border. 



Sophie Woodward Designer
Sophie is a Melbourne based Set and Costume designer. Sophie graduated 
with a Bachelor of Production (Design) from VCA in 2010 winning the 
Beleura John Tallis Design Award in her final year. Since then she has 
designed Hungry Ghosts (MTC), Burn This, The One and Mr Burns, A Post 
Electric Play (FortyFive Downstairs); Between the Clouds, Pyjama Girl and 
Letters from the Border (Hothouse Theatre); Extinction, Rules for Living, You 
Got Older, Uncle Vanya, The Honey Bees, The Village Bike, Wet House, 
Love love love, 4,000 Miles and Day One, A Hotel, Evening (Red Stitch); 
Thigh Gap, A Long Day’s Dying, Conspiracy, Patient 12 and The Savages 
of Wirramai (LaMama); Love Song (Melbourne Fringe); and The Sapphires, 
Glorious, Educating Rita, Shirley Valentine, Always Patsy Cline and All My 
Love (Hit Productions). Sophie was Design Assistant on An Ideal Husband 
and Twelfth Night (MTC). Outside of designing for Theatre, Sophie is MTC’s 
Costume Co-ordinator. She also works as a stylist, styling the images for 
MTC’s Subscription Season brochure (2016, 2017, 2018, 2020). Sophie 
was the wardrobe stylist on the music video Mine for Life is Better Blonde 
which was awarded the J award Australian Music Video of the Year in 2015. 
You can view Sophie’s work at www.sophiewoodwarddesign.com 



Kofi Isaacs Lighting Designer
Originally from Perth, Kofi moved to train in trapeze with the Flying Fruit Fly 
Circus graduated in 2018. 

In 2019 Kofi commenced his Traineeship with HotHouse Theatre and Arts 
Centre Melbourne in Live Performance and Technical Services graduating in 
2021. 

He was Stage Manager for the development workshop of December by 
Jake Silvestro and the 2020 Flying Fruits Flys Graduation show. His lighting 
design credits include HotHouse’s 2019 Galah Bars, Edlmayr (Celsius 
Independent Theatre Production) and the recent Canberra season of 
December by Jake Silvestro 

A proud South Albury resident, he likes chocolate milkshakes and vintage 
bicycles and is a passionate believer in the ability of community to build 
resilience. 



Jason Groenveld Sound Designer
Jason learned his skills through working in the live music scene,  
a Certificate IV in Sound Engineering helped to polish and refine these skills. 
After working with bands from the local to international level, including ARIA 
award winners Ruby Fields and Baker Boy, as well as classic Australian 
icons like Thirsty Merc and The Angels, he has decided to branch out and 
apply his talents in other areas. 

Working with Hothouse Theatre was a clear next step as they have always 
championed and supported local creatives, helping to kickstart the careers 
of local talent.



Performed at the Hume Bank Butter Factory Theatre from 17-27 March 2021  
Season 2021:Part One HotHouse Theatre.
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